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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF STUDY

AIM: To assess the community level impact of the Gender Centre’s Rural 

Response System (RRS) in reducing violence against women (VAW) in 

Ghana.  

METHODS: 

Design: An unmatched cluster randomised controlled trial with two arms:

i) Intervention arm - Receive Gender Centre’s RRS /COMBAT package for 

communities  as well as state agencies. ii)Control arm – No intervention. 

Components – Both Qualitative & Quantitative  

Setting: 

• i) Rural and urban communities in 4 districts of the Central Region of 

Ghana (Two coastal districts -Abura and Komenda & Two inland districts -

Agona and Upper Denkyira). 

• ii).  State Agencies (DOVVSU/Police, CHRAJ, Social Welfare, and Health 

Services). 
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Location of the 4 study sites (districts) in the Central 
Region of Ghana
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BASELINE DATA COLLECTION

• Quantitative data: A total of 4, 126 persons comprising of 

2,126 men (control = 1075; intervention = 1051) and 2,000 

women (control = 1047; intervention = 953) surveyed.

• Baseline survey of COMBAT members (n= 115; men=57; 

women=58) completed.

• Qualitative data: Included 14 Focus Group Discussions 

(FGDs), 18 Key Informant Interviews (KIIs),  40 In-depth 

Interviews (IDIs) and review of documents on VAW cases in 

all districts recorded by state institutions mandated to handle 

VAW cases. 
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DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

OF FEMALE RESPONDENTS
District

Characteristic Control Intervention Total 
Highest Educational level
Primary school or none 452 (43.1) 441 (46.3) 893 (44.7)
Junior High school 467 (44.6) 430 (45.1) 897 (44.9)
Senior High school 98 (9.4) 58 (6.1) 156 (7.8)
Higher than Senior High school 30 (2.9) 24 (2.5) 54 (2.7)

Marital status
Married 579( 55.3) 489 (51.5) 1068 (53.4)
Divorced/separated/no relationship 147 (14.0) 121 (12.7) 268 (13.4)
Not married but in relationship 321 (30.7) 343 (36.0) 664 (33.2)

Have Biological children 941 (89.9) 859 (90.1) 1800 (90.0)

Worked or earned Income in past 3 months596 (57.0) 657 (69.0) 1253 (62.7)

Membership of groups 41 (3.9) 63 (6.6) 104 (5.21)

Age of respondent (years) 31.9 (31.4 - 32.4) 31.5 (30.9 - 32.0) 31.7 (31.3 - 32.1)

Age at first marriage (years)*** 21.4 (21.0 - 21.8) 22.7 (22.3 - 23.1) 22.0 (21.7 - 22.2)

Years lived in community 17.1 (16.4 - 17.9) 17.4 (17.2 - 18.7) 17.5 (17.0 - 18.1)

Number of biological children** 3.6 (3.5 - 3.8) 3.3 (3.2 - 3.5) 3.5 (3.4 - 3.6)

Number of children financially supporting 3.5 (3.4 - 3.6) 3.6 (3.4 - 3.7) 3.5 (3.4 - 3.7)

Level of Significance: * p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001 
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DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

OF MALE RESPONDENTS
District

Characteristic Control Intervention Total 
Highest Educational level*
Primary school or none 453 (42.1) 314 (29.9) 767 (36.1)
Junior High school 283 (26.3) 406 (38.6) 689 (32.4)
Senior High school 229 (21.3) 192 (18.3) 421 (19.8)
Higher than Senior High school 110 (10.2) 139 (13.2) 249 (11.7)

Marital status
Married 597 (55.3) 674 (64.1) 1271 (59.8)
Divorced/separated/no Relationship 157 (14.6) 165 (15.7) 322 (15.2)
Not married but in relationship 321 (29.9) 212 (20.2) 533 (25.1)

Have Biological children 808 (75.7) 761 (75.4) 1569 (75.5)

Worked or earned Income in past 3 months** 605 (66.1) 690 (76.5) 1295 (71.3)

Membership of groups 198 (18.4) 205 (19.5) 403 (19.0)

Age of respondent (years) 39.2 (38.3 - 40.1) 39.7 (38.7 - 40.6) 39.4 (38.8 - 40.1)

Age at first marriage (years)*** 22.8 (22.1 - 23.4) 26.1 (25.7 - 26.6) 24.4 (24.0 - 24.9)

Years lived in community*** 29.1 (28.1 - 23.4) 21.7 (20.7 - 22.7) 25.5 (24.7 - 26.2)

Number of biological children 4.1 (3.9 - 4.3) 4.1 (3.9 - 4.3) 4.1 (3.9 - 4.2 )

Number of children financially supporting 2.7 (2.5 - 2.9) 2.7 (2.5 - 2.9) 2.7 (2.6 - 2.8)

Level of Significance: * p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001 
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IPV PREVALENCE AMONG FEMALES 

IN PAST 12 MONTHS
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GENDER RELATIONS & SOCIAL NORMS

• All male respondents interviewed had poor attitudes

towards gender relations

• Majority of men (>98%) reported poor perceived

community attitudes towards gender relations

• Majority of female respondents (>98%) had poor

attitudes towards gender relations

• Majority of women (>99%) reported poor perceived

community attitudes towards gender relations
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SUMMARY- PRELIMNARY BASELINE FINDINGS ON IPV

WOMEN - PREVALENCE MEN - PERPETRATION
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